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into another room; Come, says he, we will leave him
to do it, that we may not disturb him. So we went
into the next room.

Then he began a discourse, by asking me if I
knew anything of the young man's case; which I
really did not, and therefore told him so; but if I
had known it, I should hardly have given him any
account, for I took that to be a piece of his art, to
pick as much of the circumstance of the case out
privately as he could, so to guide his answers; but
I quite mistook the man. From that we fell into
several other discourses, and among the rest, I asked
the doctor, if it would be no offence to him, to let us
talk a little about the study of those things which he
was so famed for.

He said, no, not at all, if I was disposed to talk of
them in a serious and friendly manner.

I told him I hoped he did not think I had any
ill design, though a stranger; if he did, 1 would not
desire to say any more ; and that as I did not know
what he might understand by the word friendly, I
would not move it any further.

He said he did not apprehend anything danger-
ous; for he used no unlawful arts, but he said several
persons made a jest of those things which he esteemed
sacred, and that he did not care for those discourses
or those people who buffooned things because they
did not understand them.

I told him, that whatever I thought, he should
find I would neither treat him, or the subject we
might discourse of, with any disrespect.

He told me he would take my word for it; so we
fell into several discourses about science in general,
particularly of the study of magic, and the practice
of it, and when first it was known in the world.

He told me I seemed ignorant in the thing itself;
And to what purpose, says he3 should I go to speak